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In this article, professor Ali Mabrouk describes how the Qur’an was transformed from
a text open to the full range of human inquiry and participation into an instrument of
political authority by an elite. He describes how the Qur’an itself was subjected to the
dispute between Sunni and Shi’a, and how the Umayyad and Abbasid Caliphs used
the Qur'an to endow themselves with divine authority. This politicization made the
text closed and its interpretation both fixed and absolute. Mabrouk argues that the
first step in “re-opening” the Qur’an is de-politicizing it. (EE)
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http://www.libforall.org/about-us-iiqs-team.html#Mabrook
http://alimabrouk.blogspot.com/
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* Ali Mabrouk is Professor of Islamic Philosophy at the University of Cairo, Egypt.
This blog post was first published in Al-Ahram, April, 18, 2013. To read more of Ali
Mabrouk’s work, visit the following links [1] [2].
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