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The Difference Between Shari’a
and Figh (Classical Islamic Law)

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 26 December 2013

In this article, Dr. Mabrook differentiates between two linguistic usages of

the term shari‘a, which differ dramatically and have major ramifications for
the life and governance of Muslim-majority societies.

1. Shari‘a as a set of universal principles revealed to and acknowledged
by all humanity. Self-transcendence, love, compassion, devotion, gratitude, humility and beneficial
purpose are just a few examples of shari‘a values that serve to unite humanity, by creating bonds of
mutual understanding and respect. The Qur’an employs the term shari‘a in precisely this sense.

2. A dogmatic approach that conflates the concept of shari‘a with figh (classical Islamic law). In
the modern era, this phenomenon has been a prime characteristic of Islamist movements, which seek
to politicize shari‘a, including the Islamist Jihadi movement. Islamists have sought to instrumentalize
and wield shari‘a as a weapon against incumbent rulers, in order to justify their own acquisition of
power. By conflating shari‘a (which is divinely ordained) with figh (which is the product of fallible
human intellects), they have falsely divinized figh.

To cite one example: the Qur’an discusses punishment in the event of murder, and authorizes
legal retribution. Specifically, the Qur’an speaks of gisas and the payment of compensation (or “blood
money”) to the deceased’s family. Dr. Mabrook argues that the essence of the principle of qisas, as
employed in the Qur’an, is human equality.

Imam al-Qurtubi—a renowned 13th century Andalusian interpreter of the Qur’an and fagih
(Muslim jurist)—wrote that the prohibition on taking innocent life is a foundational principle within
the Qur’an. As Allah states:

“O you who have attained to faith! Just retribution is ordained for you in cases of murder” (2:178).

“And We ordained for them in that [Torah]: a life for a life, and an eye for an eye, and a nose for
a nose, and an ear for an ear, and a tooth for a tooth, and a [similar] retribution for wounds; but he
who shall forgo it out of charity will atone thereby for some of his past sins” (5:45).

In contrast to the teachings of the Qur’an, most figh judgments in the case of murder are not
based upon the principle of human equality. Rather, classical Islamic law differentiates between
human beings based upon their religion, social status and gender. All the fighi opinions that call for
inequality between humans base their judgments upon hadith—sayings attributed to the Prophet—
and “the consensus of the ulama,” or ijma.

This offers a prime example of how figh often contradicts the foundational principles of the
Qur’an (shari‘a) and its primary message of rahman (love, actively expressed in the form of compassion).



Within this article, Dr. Mabrook also discusses Qur’anic verses that differentiate between free
men and slaves. He argues that these verses address the contemporary social reality of 7th century
Arab society, and are thus bound to the historical context of the Qur’anic revelation, rather than
absolute principles, or shari‘a.
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The Ahistoricism of Islamists

and (Arab) Pseudo-Modernists
by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 12 December 2013

Both Islamists and pseudo-modernists are incapable of addressing, in a

positive manner, the actual realities of Egypt today. Neither group takes into
account the historical context of prior events, which gave birth to this present
moment in Egypt’s history. Rather, both Islamists and pseudo-modernists
employ ahistorical thought mechanisms that prevent them from effectively grappling with our
current reality.

Ahistoricism may be described as the beating heart of fundamentalism. In the case of Islamists,
this relies upon a thought mechanism that employs a ready-made and fixed point of reference—
regardless of whether this source of Islamist inspiration is truly rooted in early Islamic history, or
simply a contemporary, “invented tradition.”

Islamists generally treat history as if human beings’ role therein is merely to imitate and repeat
[i.e., follow the purported example of the first generation of Muslims], rather than engage in a
developmental process, which requires an open-minded approach to the world. The Islamist view of
history essentially neglects the role of human creativity, and the immense contributions to human
welfare that have resulted from the development of civilization, scientific methods and technology
over the past 5,000 years.

Instead, Islamists wish to imitate [what they perceive to have been] the ideal moment in Islamic
history, when Muslims stood united against jahiliyyah (spiritual ignorance). Their proposed solution
to Egypt’s multi-faceted crises is to resuscitate this particular “golden moment” in the history of
Islam, by force if necessary. They seek to compel every member of society to observe specific laws and
practices that they associate with that golden moment, without any sense of awareness that perhaps
they themselves should understand, or epistemologically study, the “moment” to which they refer.
In fact, Islamists maintain that this initial period of Muslim history was so ideal, and so perfect,
that it requires no epistemological approach, which would only encourage sacrilege and disbelief
[i.e., the rejection of their own preconceived notions, and claims, about the past]. Such an approach
to history inherently subjugates the present to the Islamists’ conception of an ideal past. This, in
turn, inevitably leads to violence, when Islamists confront the reality of the present moment, and its
deviation from their imagined ideals.

Pseudo-modernists similarly believe that our contemporary crises may be overcome by copying
the past: in this case, the ready-made origins of Western modernity, which may be traced to the
European enlightenment and beyond. Unfortunately, most Arab pseudo-modernists ignore the
distinction between the social, cultural and historical context of the European enlightenment,



and the contemporary Middle East. Pseudo-modernists treat various ideas associated with Western
modernity as if they were absolutes, and must be imposed upon the Arab world by any means
necessary.

Ahistoricism—whether it idealizes the formative era of Islam, or European modernity—is a primary,
deep-rooted cause of the Arab world’s multitude of crises and violence, which spontaneously emerge
from an ahistorical mental attitude. In this sense, it is true that “all roads lead to Rome.”
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Why Violence Will Remain an Essential
Component of Islamist Discourse

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 28 November 2013

Violence is and will remain an essential component of Islamist discourse,
even on those occasions when Islamists employ suave, peaceful language to

express their claims.

Violence does not always consist of blatant threats, directed by Islamists
towards their opponents. Often, it is merely implied or latent within the pseudo-intellectual
framework and worldview that dominates said discourse. A primary characteristic of this worldview
is the use of slogans to encapsulate a particular line of thought. This non-critical and profoundly
impractical mode of thought and behavior is doomed to failure in the real world. For while slogans
may be effective at mobilizing support among certain elements of society, they are incapable of
providing concrete, creative solutions to the complex array of crises threatening Egypt today.

Because Islamist discourse and political movements fail to identify, and implement, creative
solutions to real world crises, the Islamists’ natural response—when confronting reality—is to employ
violence, in an ultimately fruitless attempt to coerce reality to conform to their notions of how life
should be.

Islamist violence is thus inextricably linked to the failure of their discourse, which itself
is characterized by a failure to address reality in a positive manner. This, in turn, is the result of
substituting slogans for critical thought.

Regardless of the particular motto embraced by an ideologically-driven movement—whether the
Muslim Brotherhood’s “Islam is the solution,” or Marxist-Leninists’ concept of a utopia achieved
through “dictatorship of the proletariat’—violence is inevitable. Both Islamist and communist
discourse rely upon emotionally-charged slogans and the absence of critical thought. This leads such
movements to embrace violence when confronted by the inability of their slogans to elicit voluntary
compliance from others or to effect positive change in the real world.
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Not Dissenting from Islamic Shari‘a
(or in Other Words)
Agreeing with Islamic Shari‘a

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 14 November 2013

Having failed to incorporate the phrase “the laws of shari‘a” in the second
article of Egypt’s newly revised constitution, Salafis (Muslim extremists) are
currently seeking to add this phrase to a sub-article, which provides a constitutional guarantee of
equality between men and women.

The Salafis believe that the law of shari‘a is immutable with regards to male/female relations, as
stipulated by medieval Islamic jurisprudence, or figh. This Salafi view may be accurately described as
an illusion. The Prophet’s companions frequently argued about such matters, as confirmed by the
Qur’an itself.

One example is an inheritance case that involved a mother and father whose sons had died
without children. Zaid bin Thabet—Muhammad’s personal scribe—maintained that the mother
should take one third from whatever remained after distributing the inheritance according to “the
laws of shari‘a.” On the other hand, Ibn Abbas—the Prophet Muhammad’s paternal cousin—claimed
that the mother should receive one third of the gross/total inheritance. Such cases led Ibn ‘Arabi—
the Andalusian Sufi mystic and philosopher—to observe that the Qur’an is not crystal clear in its legal
judgments (i.e., not explicit or dogmatic in its connotations), which makes it difficult for Muslims to
render fixed judgments based solely upon the Qur’anic text.

The multiplicity of views and disagreements among classical Muslim jurists provides ample
testimony as to the existence of multiple and competing “sub-judgments” that have been rendered
throughout Islamic history. One example is the penalty for murder, especially when a Muslim kills
a non-Muslim. Abu-Hanifa, founder of the Hanafi school of law, believed in the equality of legal
retribution for murder, whether the perpetrator and victim were Muslim or non-Muslim. Abu-Hanifa
based his view upon the text of the Qur’an itself.

According to Imam Malik, Ibn Hanbal and Imam Shafi‘i—founders of the other three dominant
schools of Sunni jurisprudence—the penalty for murder should depend on whether the perpetrator
and victim were Muslim or non-Muslim. They founded their opinion upon the Sunnah (the reputed
example of the Prophet Muhammad) and the consensus of ulama (Muslim religious scholars).

These arguments among the Prophet’s own Companions, and classical jurists, provide a clear
rationale for a modern constitutional state to treat all of its citizens alike—by eliminating legal
distinctions between Muslims and non-Muslims, and between men and women. Yet Salafis remain
convinced that “the laws of shari‘a (i.e., figh)” are divine, immutable and not subject to change.
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What If Someone Thinks Like This Man?
by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 31 October 2013

Al-Toufi’s [8th century CE] school of Islamic jurisprudence was founded
upon the centrality of public welfare, rather than scripture; he believed that
“the public interest” existed prior to the revelation of explicit text.

Al-Toufi distinguished between acts of worship, which are derived from
the explicit text [within Islam, the Qur’an and Sunnah], as well as consensus
among religious scholars; and the treatment of human beings, which should reflect and be in accord
with the interests of said human beings, and the public welfare. Notably, al-Toufi prioritized the
interests of human beings over the sacred text and consensus of the ulama.

Muslim jurists largely agreed with al-Toufi regarding the validity of public welfare as a subject of
concern, but for the most part disagreed with him regarding the consensus of ulama as a compelling
evidence or proof thereof.

According to al-Toufi, the welfare of human beings should even take precedence over sacred
texts, as scriptures (and their interpreters) may contradict one another and thus become a source
of disagreement. The religiously-sanctioned cause of promoting the welfare of human beings, on
the other hand, may serve as a grounds for broader public agreement, as reflected in a modern
democratic society. Therefore, we should centralize the welfare of human beings and use of reason
in establishing public policy, rather than continue to blindly embrace a thousand-year-old consensus
of ulama, which still remains the center of prevailing Islamic culture and orthodoxy.
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What Future Awaits the Muslim Brotherhood?

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 17 October 2013

Because many of Egypt’s elite are exclusively focused upon a politicized and
procedural (external) approach tolife, that does notincorporate an epistemological
(internal) approach to knowledge, they believe it is possible to reincorporate the
Muslim Brotherhood into the Egyptian political scene. According to those who

advocate such an approach, this merely requires that the Muslim Brotherhood
declare its rejection of violence and accept the non-theocratic roadmap to the future embraced by the
Egyptian people in the aftermath of their latest [June 2013 Tamarod] revolution.

In reality, the future of Muslim Brotherhood will depend upon its ability to alter the objective
features that have characterized it for the past 85 years. Two primary features are especially worth
noting. The first concerns the Muslim Brotherhood’s approach to modernity, which is virtually
identical to that adopted by most contemporary Arabs. That is, the coexistence of a superficial
modernity—characterized by the widespread adoption of technology—and a pre-modern, virtually
tribal mentality. This preemodern mentality dominates the Muslim Brotherhood’s approach to
religion and politics, prompting it to politicize religion and “religify” politics.

In discussing the future of the Muslim Brotherhood, we should recognize its fundamental dilemma,
which stems from the fact that the Muslim Brotherhood [like the Soviet Politburo under Gorbachav]
cannot transcend these limiting conditions, without experiencing the loss of its own raison d’etre.
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The Article 219 Party (Continued)

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 3 October 2013

The Salafi Nour Party claims to focus exclusively upon Egypt’s “Islamic”
identity. The manner in which it views this identity is highly dogmatic, and
includes a supremacist interpretation of Sunni doctrine. For this reason, the

“Nour” Party opposes deleting Article 219 from the Egyptian Constitution.
The article in question confines shari‘a to a Salafi understanding thereof, and
conflates it with classical Sunni jurisprudence.

Article 219 thus inhibits and virtually precludes the term shari‘a from referring to the universal
principals taught by all religions [such as love, compassion, humility, gratitude, etc.], and limits its
definition/meaning to specific legal judgments rendered within the context of a certain time and
place [i.e., the medieval Arab world].

The Salafi Nour Party insists that those drafting a new constitution for Egypt substitute the
phrase “the laws of shari‘a,” for the phrase “[universal] principles of shari‘a,” if Article 219 is to be
deleted. This would be a serious mistake, as it would not only encourage the false divinization of
figh (classical Islamic law)—which was created by human beings—but also exacerbate the doctrinal
divisions currently plaguing Egyptian society.
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The Article 219 Party... Formerly Known as the
“Nour” Party

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 19 September 2013

The Salafi “Nour” Party is obsessed with the concept of Egyptian identity.
According to the Party, this identity is strictly “Islamic,” understood in absolute

terms, and entails the imitation of “righteous predecessors” [Muhammad and

the first generation of his followers] without modification. This subordinates
the present to the Salafis’ imaginary past. In fact, the past (imaginary or not) should be subordinated
to the present.

The “Nour” Party is also obsessed with Article 219 of the Egyptian constitution, which was
imposed upon this country, without societal consensus, during the Muslim Brotherhood’s brief
reign. Article 219 stipulates that whether any given Egyptian is entitled to exercise full political and
natural rights, depends upon his or her religious belief and gender.

The modern state is fundamentally opposed to such a concept, as it views citizenship—not religion
or gender—as the foundational principal and requirement of full civic participation. As long as the
“Nour” Party seeks to defend and retain Article 219 of the recently-adopted constitution, it will
remain opposed to modernity and full citizenship for all Egyptians.

SIS By g gl VAN Gabial] 8 W1 Stall ) VAV E panasd TV el

Gl yod1 219 5 L3>

2013/ yezew /19 gl o081 85,2 § il o3

B3,mxbl 3aYL lety L il yuds pan § 9asS O o 55T L Ul (golamdVly goload] @315l Mg i 5ot 5o Jido
poade Jig U ddlud] Bgsul) gulead) g LaN &1 Ol GRes ¥ I O30l Glsg)l @bl me Ba &S Uy Lo xe g disall Jud e
il 396 & St I AaI dsallS s Gl ol 8558 e posll e pois abudl GlasIl .4lS Lyths S 10 Doyl

OV Ogabudl 48 b g3l 33U 35l ) ool ) 0555 O skl 815 Gl
oo W3 e G55 Les (o=Blg)l S92 gl e Al dealk ol dsall 555 xSa) § disb ] ety ALl Qlhasd) OF iy ells s
850lzs daiSe Doyl 0dn ALy Lilull ool O (e Shatils L) dumadlly dialud] disg)l ol dund Blond] o dtod Sy Bl O
JUY] darw ¥ g1 Blall 390l plis ] Loy Jlsdl 6 pm a0 la] BL5] Y Ulomo Y &Y Buslery dilin 0555 gilh i) 1o

23



Gb g 9o RIg)l sszgll 655 xSl § ol Ay Jas 5 A Boasabl deudab] Lsgll e i) e 0555 I 13Ss 1051,
£3b Loy 3Nkl 055k el Ul Souzall docaill anse 3l (o- Ul Teg- oWl sa g@dlgll ols dalll sf Lsgll e Tyl
13 Dlig balio] § 05y Cum 2l § @olbl ssasd iige G bl e S SEl G Gkl Gile gu SO oL sl
L) ollasdl ] Galudl oy d8Lo] 3,20 0 Oldl o8 ik dalat) Tedlsy polo Tl 16,531 § 0550 Lo cdtssn suomy palodl e
Olga 258 Vs ool o oSlodl so @ol1- Caludl OF Y] Gymy ¥ Cum 0 ldg olodl e uidiS solol) ssatll el aid s i
dsaled] (o gty golead] dzali G 339 Lo ] ByLaY1 056 4318 (Gl G3o» Slool 3 polodl e ool diasgll ods dude e JLieS's
dacy ¥ g ill @bl Joall 39um 3ol ¥ ¥l Ol s Lo Ole s 8 oaadl 6Tl SR e o dsalend! O gralisdl 3552 318 .Lamp
BI3Lul pams Brhaew (e asdl e eI (e el 03,591 U ime (o e 68 Lol ST 2ol usS solol) dony pall Balsziad) plal
Y] s pabl gaimll @My duy il dalls 01581 9555 W89 cdmalend] udeme J] £ oz 1 093 0,58 (s ey pols LS (5,38 s dsaledl
oolg O e e 0553 Bomw 11 dmaladl § SA &Sy (Slondl ] (o L o Bgwrm mabally 0ol Lo yguaiy LS dsy 2l O
Isis o T8y 0555 0 laal3l] 6520 03 ol $TU ime dsaled] 955w aS O3] e ,bl @ Y g LSl il e ad )l )90
35t gl yoload] Lo § 0 yud dow U3 Jsly - (303 (oo 3ol 8150 Sal pspieS day il M patalone S s g She
oo ool Gl s Ly Y (pandis gu- slasl) 8Lles T 09 (e~ gazy alul) 9;33 dzo Sl Codsdl @l llasd] GlyLs @31
WS>l daz o pedlly SA s L8 s dye

G passm oo ol Glss gdsé dalud asbail e aell oo @lsll s 3l U 5Sal § diy,hll ode OF e ST a3k Liss
Ol mdalls gl 3 ymly 6 pabl Gilell asYl Jo¥- (Blasdl sl S §s5s 43 1) zdsatll lin die Gl gl Hkall oo Lyl
U] s = Eal sl @81,y o Akl Blasd] Ol Sy S iz Logom 0553 o) sl W3 oy ) g Y1 O sy U3
Dgtwdl] O (o gas il ol doludl 4 gl Lo s g dasas 8355 de3Vl ells dadlis ] Jshiw Lo suls & pabl dajY) jslos
RUARVE

g O 5 sl gulead) pladll dapds § Sl ol cdolell Olyedly Bododl s g BN G Y swdll pgas diad Ojedl I3l 4ds
e Yl M (g pal «dadwdl Lol L] Joiy Lo o Bzl § s 09,8 sde s pae § dovul ) dpwlead] dgs 58l Gl
& 01,3 die iy ) O Dysgll ells s ] 695 OF WY Do) Lasll dsgll 03l il Ol maballys . IUL (219) sl
2985 O Ol o Gis dmalad] dallae Caod dopaskl sl Y1 diga) 0550 OF WY USUI yga suow Lo O] Cus sl ody) pledl ULk
ool o o1 3W Lo ibly dupall Olslos ¥l SO g cdipiodl U b dgall suall bl s i plell Jlokl § das ) duogy 3,4
o9 @8l dewlewd) Golod) gl ells Hlb] § dumbl o GAS puizdly o ddly (il Ol 1Sy .« guled] plad] § 048] 10 oS &
oo s die dilayo o] (golead] oy dsiaz) susll 90 0l G adll ol @l 535 U] 03ty 3,401 iz 48§55 VI gl
b etk Ghd ol 8150l Jo5 e Jgymbl )l das G 3edl plis) slys LBy b 9o Al eamion 31,30 slas Yl e O § dla
Lewlpad) duplokl plS J) S J95a 35 268l Y6l Coolik fraleal] 52 sludl &Y5 He o) 4] Uiy bos Sl dyyspasd] (e
3ol ald e dol o Jay b 5155 G 3oel) D5l b 356301 0L gl Jlans Gl 9555 o A58 g po o bl s 3l
2ol LBlg)l du ekl 00555 - Usd die Lasle (2,3 e - posadl die sl Lo O s plul e

Sl o izl oy oty 2L Y (bl 5aS daliad] ot say dipasd] Agall plall lokl § O pasmy 8,391 08 s o puSl e
plll dlowk) @ 01,891 Hpam e elld mitiug Leg ol Ll Lsad! wST e soill Giso plod] OF Gisy I3 Ol maallis . cndl ol
&l o dyasdl Dyl U Lo I LosSs Jig Ll acandbly oualls puisd] pulal e oain seadll Couss ale (350 U1 degall pamsns
Ldel) aBls) sl gedl M) b oo Losd~ ity Gty oo 329 plowdl @2 OF L oyl Loblskl pas U3 s J] 315,V
o] 1 iy ] pne g8 s i 5l § oy ol ok e todl S Lo pasll o s pihl SISEY) oda i e
1 (219) 8oLl Lol d8Lb) Gszs U3 umy (hus -ysaend] Cablse fubw Le Dilb )l UM o lgd aSod 95 dusloss Lo
sz Bs ol gl

http://www.ahram.org.eg/News(Q/232687.aspx

24



- [
S By g s VAT i 8 1591 S0l sl VAW S i TV ]

Those Who Seek to Resuscitate
the Muslim Brotherhood

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 5 September 2013

Certain political currents are insisting that, following the overthrow of
Mohammad Morsi, the Muslim Brotherhood should be allowed to continue
its participation in the Egyptian political scene. Those issuing such calls are

generally former Islamists, although some liberals also hold this view.

The former Islamists justify their position by asserting there is a clear distinction between Muslim
Brotherhood founder Hassan al-Banna’s discourse and that of Sayyid Qutb, who inspired modern
Islamist terrorism. They claim that Hassan al-Banna’s discourse represents “the ideal Islam,” while
Sayyid Quitb called for violence and bloodshed. In other words, they claim that the two are completely
distinct and unrelated.

Yet in fact, Sayyid Qutb founded his discourse on that of Hassan al-Banna. No one who has
studied the writings of both can honestly dispute this fact. Perhaps the most accurate term to apply
to both is “the discourse of violence.”

Liberals who oppose the exclusion of the Muslim Brotherhood from political participation do so
despite the fact that the Muslim Brotherhood itself wishes to exclude others from the political scene,
and establish an authoritarian state. If we wish to create and preserve a representative democracyj, it is
necessary to exclude those who instrumentalize religion and seek to establish a repressive theocracy.
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Religion and Politics in
Hassan al-Banna’s Discourse

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 22 August 2013

Hassan al-Banna’s discourse is equivocal in regards to the relationship
between religion and politics. Al-Banna defined the Muslim Brotherhood
as a community that is simultaneously both political and religious. Yet this

contradicts Hassan al-Banna’s claim that he followed Sunni doctrine, for said
doctrine considers the Imamate [i.e., the joining of religious and political authority in a single figure]
as a matter of individual faith or preference, and not a foundational principal of Islam.

In contrast, Shi’ite doctrine affirms that the Imamate is indeed a foundational principal of Islam,
and the Imam divinely chosen. Some may claim that this has actually been the case for Sunni Islam
as well, in regard to the first four caliphs, although Sunni doctrine employs consultation (a’shura) as
a veil, or substitute for divine appointment.

Whether Sunni or Shi’ite, such patriarchal discourses reinforce and perpetuate the existence
of “supreme guides” who exercise dictatorial power over various Muslim communities, including
Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood and the state institutions of Iran. Those who embrace such discourse,
including members of the Muslim Brotherhood, apparently feel a need for someone to guide and
direct them, rather than exercise their own critical faculties to make key decisions in life.

We believe that constitutional safeguards are essential, to ensure that no Islamist movement or
“supreme guide” is allowed to establish a theocratic regime in Egypt.
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Sayyid Qutb and the Concept of a
“Theologians’ Community”

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 7 August 2013

Sayyid Qutb’s discourse seeks to eliminate the distinction between the
divine Qur’an and the inherently flawed, time-bound scriptural interpretation

conducted by humans, as reflected in figh (Islamic law) and tafsir (Qur’anic
exegesis).

By eliminating this distinction, Sayyid Qutb conflates human discourse with that of the Divine.
This, in turn, leads Qutb and his followers to anoint themselves as a community of divine theologians,
who seek to apply their “perfect knowledge of God’s will” in practical life and to impose their views
upon society at large, by prescribing how others must live.

Such a community will not hesitate to use coercion, violence and the denunciation of others as
infidels, as they seek to impose their vision upon societies that reject it. Thus, Sayyid Qutb’s discourse
and his “community of divine theologians” will inevitably seek to overthrow the prevailing norms
of any society in which they live, and to subvert state institutions, in order to obtain a monopoly of
power for themselves.
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The Discourse of Visions and
Supernatural Tidings in Rabi’a Square

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 25 July 2013

The Muslim Brotherhood is facing a crisis that threatens its very existence.

This is due to the Brotherhood’s complete failure to manage Egyptian affairs
over the past year, ever since its candidate, Mohammed Morsi, was elected

president of Egypt.

Unfortunately, the Brotherhood’s response to this crisis is characterized by a pre-rational
perspective that incorporates two related viewpoints: a visionary component that longs for heavenly
deliverance from suffering; and a Masada complex (named after a fortress where Jewish Zealots
committed suicide in the face of imminent defeat by a Roman army), which seeks to restore the era
of blood offerings and martyrdom.

We notice that the discourse which prevails at the protest camp established by the Muslim
Brotherhood at Rabi’a Square, consists largely of sermons about divine omens and visions that have
recently flowed in great abundance to Brotherhood Shaykhs, whose souls - suddenly! - have become
so spiritually pure, that they are serving as conduits for divine messages regarding the political
direction of Egypt, accompanied by ominous warnings about those (“devout Muslims”) who have
pledged to help restore their absent “Imam” (Morsi) to his Presidential Palace, even if that entails
their own death.

It is obvious that the Muslim Brotherhood is seeking to convince its political opponents that
there are multitudes of men and women who consider themselves potential martyrs in the cause of
restoring Morsi. The fact that martyrdom is being evoked in the Brotherhood’s current struggle for
power reveals the cynical and opportunistic nature of its discourse, which is in fact political rather
than sacred. “We have countless followers willing to sacrifice everything, eager to die for Morsi!” It
is as if the coach of one sports team were trying to intimidate his opponents, by praising the fearless
strength and ability of his own players.

For the past two weeks, the encampment at Rabi’a Square has become so dominated by discourse
about angels, visions and supernatural tidings that it can actually be considered a “live case study”
suitable for academic researchers in the field of psychology of religion. Academicians who normally
rely just on historical narratives to understand this distinctive phenomenon, may observe a
contemporary expression on display at Rabi’a Square.

Of course, we cannot study this visionary discourse without examining its profound psychological
impact upon those who believe in it. The goal of this visionary discourse is to provide inner peace
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and reassurance to those who embrace it, by falsely claiming that God is standing by their side, as a
constant stream of omens and visions envelope them.

In recent days, divine endorsement of the Muslim Brotherhood’s political position rose to such a
remarkable degree that not only the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) “expressed” his support, but also
the Archangel Gabriel-who revealed the Qur’an to Muhammad (PBUH)—by descending upon the
Brotherhood throng in Rabi’a Square. Psychologically and emotionally, of course, this means that
Allah supports the Brotherhood protestors, for He has even sent His archangel to be among them.

Needless to say, those who encourage or deliver such messages realize the profound effect these
“visions” will have upon those who believe them. They know exactly what kinds of messages will
penetrate most deeply within the consciousness of their own followers. In addition, the presence of
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is sufficient, in and of itself, to assure many Brotherhood followers
that these visions are true. For according to one tradition within Islam, anyone who claims that
he saw the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in a dream must be believed, even if the narrator falsely
claims to have had such a vision. In other words, the truth is not gauged by the circumstances,
motivations and character of the narrator, but rather, by the presence of the Prophet Muhammad
himself (PBUH) in a vision. Hence, there is no mechanism to distinguish the truth from false claims.

Whoever is disseminating these narratives is clearly not concerned with the truth, but rather,
determined to persuade others to believe the fairy tales in question. This has become obvious,
as Muslim Brotherhood narrators have dared to ascribe a greater significance to the figure of
Mohammed Morsi than that of the Prophet Muhammad himself (PBUH). To cite just one example,
a Brotherhood narrator claims to have seen a group of people in his vision; when it was time to
pray, the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was asked to lead their communal prayer, but the Prophet
instructed Morsi to lead the prayer instead, in his presence.

One who narrates such a discourse could not possibly be seeking the truth, because he is more
concerned with preserving and exploiting the political investment the Muslim Brotherhood has
instilled in the consciousness of its followers. Such a man realizes, without a doubt, that the above-
cited narrative echoes that of the Prophet and Abu Bakr, resurrecting an event from the early history
of Islam, when the grievously ill Muhammad (PBUH) asked his companion Abu Bakr to lead the
communal prayers. Abu Bakr’s supporters (including the entire subsequent tradition of Sunni Islam)
extrapolated from that event to justify Abu Bakr’s right to assume political authority following the
Prophet’s death.

Anyone who propagates a similar “vision” of the Prophet (PBUH)—in this case, instructing Morsi
to lead communal prayers—is exploiting an historical narrative that is familiar to every Muslim
Brotherhood supporter gathered in Rabi’a Square. Leading the prayer in Muhammad’s presence
(PBUH) is cited as “proof” of a right to political power. Given this vision and narrative, it is only
natural that Brotherhood followers would demand Morsi’s reinstatement as president, for the Prophet
(PBUH) himself commands Morsi’s return to power. As a result of such manipulative discourse,
many of those gathered in Rabi’a Square are prepared to sacrifice their lives for a cause they believe is
dear to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), when in fact the real agenda behind the protests at Rabi’a
is the gratification of the Brotherhood’s political ambitions, orchestrated by charlatans who hide
behind the veil of religious belief.
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The nature of the Muslim Brotherhood’s “visionary” discourse reveals that its followers belong to
the pre-rational era of human understanding, and have not yet attained a state of intellectual maturity.
This is consistent with the fact that the Brotherhood employs a hierarchical structure, headed by
a Supreme Guide. Those who embrace such a discourse still need someone to guide and direct
them—such as the Muslim Brotherhood, whose organizational structure and style of functioning
reflect an ancient era in history, when human beings were subjected to the dominance of patriarchal
“guardians” whose monolithic discourse was absolute in nature, and their edicts binding.
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Can Democracy Be Reconciled
with Political Islam?

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 11 July 2013

Can the discourse of political Islam, including that of the Muslim

Brotherhood, help Egypt attain the state of democratic development that its
people seek!

This article discusses the necessity of examining the cognitive processes, as
well as the mainstream intellectual movements, which influenced the development of contemporary
Muslim Brotherhood discourse.

Specifically, it explores the dynamics of intellectual interaction between Islamist movements
and Western modernity, demonstrating that Islamists have always regarded the technical aspects
of modernity as a valuable field of study, while neglecting and indeed theologically rejecting the
exercise of critical thinking, despite the fact that it serves as the basis for the acquisition of scientific
knowledge.

The article warns readers to beware the hazards inherent in political Islam’s abuse of sacred
symbols, by means of which the Muslim Brotherhood and Salafis automatically accuse their political
opponents of infidelity and apostasy, while seeking to harness the repressive apparatus of the state to
punish those accused of “opposing” Islam.
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Tyranny and Extremism
by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 27 June 2013

This article examines the relationship between religion and politics within
Islam. In doing so, it cites Ibn Khaldun’s (1332 - 1406) view of Muslim history,
which the great historian described as “a saga of primitive tribalism prevailing

through the ages.”

Dr. Mabrook observes that Muslims who seek power often employ a
religious justification to facilitate their quest for temporal authority, and propagate a monolithic and
literal interpretation of Islam that is designed to subjugate their opponents and the public at large.

Dr. Mabrook suggests that the appropriate solution to the widespread political and humanitarian
crisis in the Muslim world is to treat religion as a legitimate field of independent inquiry, and as a
topic that can and should be freely discussed by anyone.
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Just Authority and the Interests of Humanity

By Dr. Ali Mabrook | 13 June 2013

This article attempts to answer the question: “How do—and how should—
Muslims interact with the Qur’an!” Should we regard the primary objective
of the Qur’an to be the dissemination of certain foundational or universal

principles that do not change over time!

If so, we must differentiate between these eternal, universal principles
(shari’a) and various legal procedures (i.e., classical Islamic jurisprudence, or figh) developed at certain
points in Muslim history, which sought to actualize these foundational principles for people living
within a specific time and place (e.g., the Arab Middle East during the Abbasid dynasty).

A corollary question emerges from this line of inquiry: “Would a complete and systematic
implementation of these classical procedures (i.e., medieval Islamic law) be the method best suited
to realize the universal principles contained within the Qur’an, at all times and places, as the Muslim
Brotherhood and Salafis argue!” If so, what about the principle of abrogation, as applied to Qur’anic
verses, according to which peaceful verses revealed in Mecca are said to have been superseded by
violent and supremacist verses revealed in Medina? How are we to understand these?
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Violence: The Gap Between Islamists’
Stated Intentions and the Inevitable Logic
of Their Discourse

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 30 May 2013

Because the discourse of political Islam tends to dominated by pragmatic
rather than intellectual considerations, Islamist movements behave in a
manner that oscillates between moderation and extremism. Specific positions and/or policies
adopted by such movements do not always directly correlate with the ultimate [authoritarian] goals of
those who propagate Islamist discourse. As a matter of fact, the discourse of political Islam requires
both moderation and extremism if it is to achieve its objectives at this point in human history. Thus,
people who defend Islamist discourse may be properly considered to belong to a single [i.e., Islamist]
category, which nevertheless consists of various levels of moderation and extremism.

However, it is vital that we recognize that Islamist discourse ultimately and inevitably leads to
violence—both as a mechanism to obtain political power, and to establish a monopoly on public
discourse, in order to prevent the Islamist worldview from being challenged by competing narratives.
Sayyid Qutb [d. 1965; a Muslim Brotherhood leader whose writings helped inspire the birth of al-
Qaeda] may serve as a prime example of this phenomenon.

Whenever one approaches politics from a dogmatic religious perspective, one tends to absolutize
matters that would otherwise be subject to considerable differences of opinion. Violence is thus inevitable,
for the Islamists’ favored (i.e., “absolutized”) opinions and government policies cannot be imposed upon
the members of a diverse, pluralistic society—if they can be imposed at all-without coercion.
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Revolution and Those Who Are Tormented

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 16 May 2013

Revolution may be considered a form of resurrection whenever those
subject to tyrannical abuse regard the revolutionary vanguard as “prophets” or
“saints.” Revolutionary ideologues often employ theological terms—including

self-sacrifice, salvation and resurrection—to describe their endeavors,
highlighting the contrast between religion as a humane experience, and
religion as inflexible dogma echoed by those who embrace such dogma without feeling or suffering
themselves.

This article examines how revolutions may be explicitly directed against religion (as occurred with
the French, Bolshevik, Spanish and Mexican Revolutions), or endorsed by religion (as occurred, more
recently, with the propagation of Liberation Theology by many Catholic priests in Latin America). In
the latter case, religion gave voice to the suffering of those who were tortured and sought immediate
earthly deliverance, prior to (or, as some might claim, rather than) heavenly salvation.
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The Conflict Between Salafis (Sunni Extremists)
and Shi’ites

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 2 May 2013

As al-Magqrizi (1364 - 1442 CE) observed, the origins of the conflict between

Sunnis and Shi’ites preceded the appearance of Islam. [In other words, this

conflict may be traced to the bitter competition between the Hashemite and
Ummayad clans in pre-Islamic Meccal.

Unfortunately, most Muslims do not share this perspective. Instead, they regard the conflict
between Sunni and Shi’a Islam as “a bitter struggle to defend religious truth.” As a result, the
fundamentally political nature of this conflict has been concealed behind a thick religious mask, as
adherents of either school proclaim their doctrine and biases to be both sacred and absolute. More
than fourteen hundred years after the emergence of this feud, the diverse points of view held by
Sunnis and Shi’ites remain an arena for bloody conflict, rather than utilized as an opportunity for
mutual understanding and reconciliation.

Thus we may conclude the mechanism whereby political rivalry is transformed into religious
dogma—for the sake of which human beings will wage war and die beneath the sacred banner of
their own particular sect—represents a grave danger to humanity, and a constant reminder of why the
Prophet Muhammad and Islam stood firmly against every form of tribalism.
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Regarding the Qur’an and
Temporal Authorities

by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 18 April 2013

The Qur’an is often manipulated by those who claim that it is transcendental

in nature, in a manner that precedes the existence of humanity. Such people
often declare that governance within Islam must follow a specific delimited
course, rather than being open to various forms of interpretation and practice.

The net result of this view is to subordinate the Qur’an to earthly authorities, and to provide these
authorities with the power of interpretation, which in turn stifles the Qur’an’s primary message,
which is concerned with the well-being of humanity and creation at large.

We need to realize that by interacting with the Quran in such a way—that is, by regarding the text as
linguistically, historically and existentially “transcendental” to human experience—we embrace a view
that conveniently served the interests of worldly authorities [viz., those of the Umayyad and Abbasid
dynasties, which followed the early successors to Muhammad). In other words, this “transcendental”
view of the Qur’an endowed earthly rulers with incontestable authority and power, inconsistent with
the primary message of the Qur’an and Islam [which are meant to be a source of universal love and
compassion].

Thus, it is essential that we liberate the Qur’an from its bondage to earthly rulers.
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Authoritarianism and the (Arab) Mind
by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 4 April 2013

Human life and mental processes (to which the Divine revelation is
directed) are characterized by enormous fluctuation and diversity. For this
reason, any attempt to grasp Divine revelation through purely intellectual

processes and to impose one’s intellectual conclusions upon all humanity, in
the form of authoritarian dictates, is doomed to failure.

Human beings spontaneously interacted within the structure (i.e., process) of Divine revelation
to such an extent that it may be impossible to understand the Qur’an without considering the
human circumstances or context of its revelation.

The article poses and seeks to answer a number of questions, including:

“Is merely criticizing existent political and social conditions and calling for their replacement
sufficient to overcome the authoritarianism from which we (Arabs) suffer?”

“Is it possible for Egyptians and Arabs at large to achieve a state of true modernity, when every
form of Arab ‘modernity’ we have witnessed, to date, has been no more than a superficial appearance,
or mask, behind which a Bedouin tribal mentality continues to thrive and dominate?

SES By g s VAN eedaasl 8 g1 il Al VAN 8 e TY el

ol Jislly & shludl s

2013/ Jpl /4 ol ¥l b, ol @3

Blse L s G (Lslotrls Tl dugolbly dagdsl! dyghllud] bS5 J) Gradl 0L ool U] = poosdl e ©yslls = O pall glisy
il &y 3 - llors ALy dewbiw deshrin o] ] S5 ls AW LielsizVls dewlead) £LosYI 4B e Jygsl] 3,20 e oyl
Ligesd) &Y § dyshalud) Al el jpdonl) Guwdy I @lozd) &bl Tud) el Gozs o 55555 6,51 b joshs a3k @il
A1 350 3315 e Y T Busly LelS § isls el g oo sll 95 Lo § B3 Lo ygdan s I Al el § i ol e sl
s9adl o o ygamd puwsy e ASE J] qguleadly Gelote V) gustbl e badll boygas oyl (Ul dshlul) - diesal (e - Gl

gl Vs Hsadll oo Jlo § dlsey g1 sodl s Jasl Glasdl § il
5o e Jal dalud Tals Jasl lyme Jb 1 aSOL sl (Jadly Jasdl e By G el bl @ slu gl magll OIS 135
- 5adl e ol e (uSe e = W50 Y mooll 1ia (ol 08 wzlioly Jasdl jsad g IR st 1) puwd Lo 52 (JalS 4l

49



a3y dosey ) el 93 MYl o - B)laells - gun s e ALl BLEUN I8 § WolS ducwy Loz &3] b s pMwY) ]
Sl deleo o 1508 e OF g Sy Jalol] OIS 13] €56 Ly puno § &3l Lo polie pasd doled] oo o)) e (ST Lgollas
Grsls GBIy 6 ,=als Uior (als =BLadl Uie a HLSU) Usol slole (e Butae A § Oslaliny (i) pdud) BLES & I
Y50 du,S U Ll Of - Dol,alls - guo ild (JAW Ja=l e - lasgds Oglat - dwd Igw,S 43 ((w,gs o s I35
MM bl Uil sy 13 Lomsll b dils iy 31 Loy BN (o353 o Bl pomil g (J&lg Jasdl g d83el) LS Ogman3l
(o)) 8,8 S5 & dsw (8195 Sae) OLusYl of o aiSy gl & ool Usd pliny @il hield Wlos OF 306 108
gosll lia (s Usne loagd loul s Uls (oalS) 80Ul el hik (Slodl b il gy O GlusYl gosll dzs 3155 Ul sl e
ouad s Gl GLusYl @ U 0 )kans dlol s U1 alY) § 0 meds dzy OF 56 Y 0)50 33y ool ST ol O L eSldl Lyl
dl 4 31V Y] Gao Y a5l8 1igls Jadly fsal) Soms adl 58] Gozg Ul 6058 LotV sabl J) coladl i 5 oL eUS bas s 0,052
A1 32y M Bladl dsdll e 3355 (95 Jos b Gosll dsdd Gal¥l skl Jlss 8lke O dne sug 595 e g (dlusYl Blewd]
Jicg @8ls Y fxn s Uy celadl 15)6 an pamdl o sl o oo Ololid] & 9u5 of yiety dll 0¥ Y (O3] gyt ool
5 055y 6551 Ul Al 5o sl 8,00 & Usel O U] &S ey 315 . JAtls el Tesb 50 GBSy (ool S50 s ) Gl
8yl ale p385 S Bkl M (psiy Jal el Jasl) 5305 e oY (6w Lo 18 (@Blslls Jasd] oo US ol § J3oal Tls s
Sy sl Tegose dll OI3 1581 ] dassis Josy sl Bhaikl sm5 (ool

2y dyf goasdly OledYl paml V] dalel o ¥ daleS eoll s dbg,al) Blastl 8 ,2ll Jud e dhosy Y (O3] (oo sll
§ ame blall o doyase & dshs day so sl (esll Juiy Y pgsle Gl mos) Disthll BU Lozl oo log3 Jig L
Vg ddly dajl 3sles ] dema § L] ditag 3S55) daiy (o5l ey LS Hsla Gosll Ol 1Sy woysh ol ye e L dlo s
Bl jad) C A 1 O sl csuds g demal) pame V] ool Wlle Y ddlsto AaluS dudi (o pasils WS Tl el
Bl el wpuos & d3S,L &L Ty95 L) 08 dle dipludl BEY § duwdy b dou &l I gl el § Jadly Jasll o
dimy Loy blase S3ale dizglsnl Cills miy & W 6z gly 1) Blasdl op Cossdl @usll Glasdl & )5 il Sl
oY sade) 48 05 b sV sl e @lslly dasll g US s (el o 02,80 Usiill = sl Glew US lplusS) e el
(gosbl il G Olasdl § @I Jasl) Bl oo logsins Les) solodl Gzslondl Ghstl dhlud gmbs bl Oleasy of Y]

) Gyl a8 ) s ) LSS 3t Blasel) doite dpylie ] 6552 925 s BNl el jlie @ds J] G T 0B ziballis
O 1S5 . 3w d8LaRU Bl 5152 Y1 § 0350 ducwyy bo z sl @Ml & il I Jadly Jasdl o BV a3 @5 sy Yo
b Olasdl allss § 1S5 Uy cdial JI do sl LoladVls dewledls dslazz ¥l dujleb) ol (b & Jad pud il 4asSs oIS b
& Slaslly )5Sl DVl AS Cum - pMadl e dilud! Boludl S U] ot U gupall sgdodl (o davelys caty gl & y=bl -
gyl SLolaBYl dad Bouambl dawdl o del 1ol dosy ) dssdall U35 Loty el duslozzV) Bl Olsae el o duislall
Coasll jolae oo gysll bl 0agd Lo IS O didiony ghid - gyl &=l plad] Clsuse eal del o delsVly dllayl Jbs Ld
olss O Y] - pasdl 4y 350 e IS o) - @B dsle S5l (e Laslyg poiy Lo slas] e 5ad5 ¥ d=dl jame LsS jsles ¥ dling s

s Blusd) pas J) 0,2l Jssll Gugies Gl sl 83 doge dilos sl Gl (5eSs Tudss Liag LA85L 3l3)l Le y g

http://www.ahram.org.eg/News(Q/202528.aspx

50



- [
S By g s VAT i 8 1591 S0l sl VAW S i TV ]

Tyranny and Religion
by Dr. Ali Mabrook | 21 March 2013

This article is concerned with the methodologies employed by various 19th
century Muslims, including Abd al-Rahman al-Kawakibi and Muhammad
*Abduh. Al-Kawakibi (1849 - 1902) sought to liberate Islam from the stain
of tyranny—of which it stood accused by Western orientalists—by returning to
its origins. Meanwhile, Muhammad * Abduh (1849 - 1905) sought to refute
Adolphe Hanoteau’s (1814 - 1897) claim that Islam is fundamentally opposed to the methodology
of science.

The article seeks to answer the following questions: “Is tyranny responsible for Muslims’
deviation from the true core teachings of Islam [as a source of universal love and compassion]?”
“Do contemporary religious leaders generally support tyrants, or stand firmly against them?” “Does
the superficial infrastructure of religion (i.e., Islam’s formal doctrines and dogma) facilitate the
imposition of tyranny?!”
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