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The world’s largest Muslim
organization to combat Islamic State
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Swedish terrorism researcher Magnus Ranstorp photographed in Oslo,
where he attended a meeting on the prevention of violent extremism.

Thomas Paust | April 5, 2016

- “They are not afraid to take up the fight against IS. It is
important to support that kind of initiative,” says Swedish
terrorism researcher.

The renowned terrorism expert, Magnus Ranstorp, will cooperate with the world’s largest
Muslim organization in the global ideological struggle against the Islamic State (IS). Nahdlatul
Ulama (NU) is an Indonesian organization with 50 million members.

- “They’re going to create a platform against IS, and I’'m going to be involved in it. My role will
be clarified in a few weeks,” says Ranstorp, who is a terrorism researcher at the Swedish
National Defense Academy.


http://www.nu.or.id/page.php?lang=en
http://www.nu.or.id/page.php?lang=en

- “I’ve had a relationship with prominent NU figures for many years. A project for the Swedish
International Development Agency (SIDA) first brought me in contact with the organization’s
top leadership,” says Ranstorp.

During the fall of 2010, the NU’s preeminent spiritual leader, Kyai Haji Mustofa Bisri, visited
Sweden to attend a seminar on Islam and terrorism held at the Swedish Defense Academy.

- “He came to Europe because he was concerned about the rapid spread of extremism, and he
promised to not only help limit [ethnic and religious] polarization, but also to demonstrate that
Islam [as understood and practiced by the world’s largest Muslim group] opposes religious
extremism.

- “Since 2010, they have continued the fight against extremism,” says Ranstorp.

- Uniting Islam and democracy

In recent years, polarization in Europe has been highly visible, and characterized by the
emergence of anti-Muslim extremist movements. This coincides with the proliferation of
extreme right-wing political parties in Europe, which are quickly gaining support among the
general population. Simultaneously, there has been a rapid growth of so-called “parallel
[Muslim] societies” in certain Brussels neighborhoods, where several of the most severe terrorist
attacks of recent years had their origin.

Against this backdrop [of increasing polarization and Islamist radicalization], Ranstorp believes
that the Nahdlatul Ulama is an important player.

- “This is an organization that has demonstrated its ability to reconcile Islam and democracy,
while serving as a tireless force against [Islamist] extremism,” he said.

- “They are not afraid to take up the fight against IS. It is important to support that kind of
initiative,” stressed Ranstorp.
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http://www.fhs.se/en/news/2010/islam-and-terrorism-on-the-agenda-during-visit-by-indonesian-delegation/

- Displaying the “true face” of Islam

The Nahdlatul Ulama is based in Indonesia, which has
the world’s largest Muslim population, consisting of
over 190 million Muslims. While IS has its base in the
Middle East, the NU dominates the other side of the
globe [i.e., the Malay archipelago]. In fact, the NU
enjoys great influence, even beyond Indonesia’s borders,
says Ranstorp.

- “This organization projects strategic influence far
beyond Indonesia, by demonstrating resistance to the
Islamic State as an ideology, and by visibly opposing
extremist forces. They are highly resolute in their
approach [to this global threat],” says Ranstorp.

The Nahdlatul Ulama’s ) .. ) .
preeminent spiritual leader, - “They contribute positively, by displaying the true face
Kyai Haji Mustofa Bisri. of Islam as a humanistic religion with a humanist ideal,”
he says.

The details of the platform the NU is building to oppose IS are not yet fully known [in Europe],
but Ranstorp says everything will be ready in May. He says one of the key tasks the Nahdlatul
Ulama has taken upon itself is to identify and unite likeminded forces, including imams, to
engage in the ideological struggle against IS.

- Islamic State is committing “grievous error” [through its actions, and violent
interpretation of Islam]

The Nahdlatul Ulama’s spiritual leader, Kyai Haji Mustofa Bisri, has publicly stated that IS’s
shallow understanding of Islam is triggering a global crisis.

- “Extremist groups justify their harsh and often savage behavior by claiming to act in accord
with God’s commands, although they are grievously mistaken,” the New York Times has quoted

him as saying.

The Sunni movement Nahdlatul Ulama was established in 1926 in response to the
Wahhabi/Saudi conquest of Mecca and Medina. The organization is also engaged in charity,
mending tears within the fabric of Indonesian society by funding schools and hospitals and

helping poor communities.

http://www.nettavisen.no/nyheter/utenriks/skal-bekjempe-is-med-verdens-strste-muslimske-
organisasjon/3423210347.html
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http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/27/world/asia/indonesia-islam-nahdlatul-ulama.html?ribbon-ad-idx=12&rref=world/asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nahdlatul_Ulama
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Skal bekjempe IS med verdens
storste muslimske organisasjon

Thomas Paust | April 5, 2016

- De er ikke redde for a ta opp kampen mot IS. Det er viktig a
stotte et sant initiativ, sier svensk terrorforsker.

Nordens fremste terrorekspert, Magnus Ranstorp, skal samarbeide med verdens sterste
muslimske organisasjon i den globale, ideologiske kampen mot Den islamske stat (IS). Nahdlatul
Ulama (NU) er en indonesisk organisasjon med 50 millioner medlemmer.
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- De kommer til & skape en plattform mot IS, og jeg kommer til & vare delaktig i den. Min rolle
blir klargjort om noen uker, sier Ranstorp, som er terrorforsker ved Det svenske
Forsvarsakademi, til Nettavisen.

- Jeg har hatt relasjoner til NU i lang tid. Det var et prosjekt for Swedish International
Development Agency (SIDA) hvor jeg kom i kontakt med den everste ledelsen i organisasjonen,
sier Ranstorp.

Han henviser til hosten 2010, da NUs gverste og dndelige leder, Kyai Haji Mustofa Bisri,
besokte Sverige for & delta pa et seminar om islam og terrorisme ved Det svenske
Forsvarsakademi.

- Han kom til Europa fordi han var bekymret for ekstremismen som utviklet seg, og han ville
bistd Europa med a begrense polariseringen, men ogsé vise at islam er mot ekstremisme.

- Siden 2010 har de fortsatt kampen mot ekstremisme, sier Ranstorp.

- Forene islam og demokrati

De siste drene har polariseringen i Europa blitt tydeliggjort gjennom fremveksten av
ekstremistiske bevegelser med antimuslimske holdninger. Det skyller ogsa en hoyreekstremistisk
belge over det politiske Europa, hvor stadig flere hayreekstreme politiske partier far stadig
heyere oppslutning. Samtidig vokser det fram sékalte «parallelle samfunn» i Brussels bydeler,
hvor flere av de siste drenes terrorangrep har hatt sin rot.

Med dette bakteppet, mener Ranstorp at NU er en viktig akter.

- Dette er en organisasjon som til dels har veert tydelig pd & forene islam og demokrati, og dels
veert en utrettelig kraft mot ekstremisme, sier han.

- De er ikke redde for 4 ta opp kampen mot IS. Det er viktig a stette et sant initiativ, understreker
Ranstorp.

- Viser islams sanne ansikt

Organisasjonen har base i Indonesia, som har verdens storste
muslimske befolkning - over 190 millioner muslimer. Mens IS
har sin base 1 Midtesten, befinner organisasjonen seg pa andre
siden av jordkloden. Likevel nyter NU stor innflytelse, ogsa
utover Indonesias landegrenser, mener Ranstorp.

- Denne organisasjonen har ogsé innflytelse utenfor Indonesia
ved a vise motstand mot IS som ideologi, men ogsa ved 4 sta opp
mot disse ekstremistiske kreftene. Det gjor de pa en veldig
resolutt mate, sier Ranstorp.

Nahdlatul Ulamas s - De bidrar positivt til & vise islams sanne ansikt, at det er en

andelige leder, Kyal Haji humanistisk religion med et humanistisk ideal, sier han.
Mustofa Bisri.

Foto: Bay Ismoyo (Afp)
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Det er fortsatt uklart hva denne plattformen mot IS bestér av, men Ranstorp sier alt skal vaere
klart i mai méned. Han sier én av oppgavene til NU blir & koble krefter sammen, deriblant
imamer, i den ideologiske kampen mot IS.

- IS tar saerdeles feil
Den andelige lederen av NU, Kyai Haji Mustofa Bisri, har tidligere uttalt at IS’ grunne forstéelse
av islam har skapt en kritisk situasjon.

- Ekstremistiske grupper rettferdiggjer sin harde og ofte brutale atferd ved & hevde at de handler i
samsvar med Guds vilje, selv om de tar serdeles feil, har han tidligere uttalt, ifelge The New
York Times.

Den sunnimuslimske bevegelsen Nahdlatul Ulama ble etablert i 1926 som et motstykke til
framveksten av wahabismen i Saudi-Arabia. Bevegelsen driver ogsa med veldedighet hvor de
tetter en rekke hull i samfunnsstrukturen i Indonesia ved & finansiere skoler og sykehus, samt
hjelpe fattige lokalsamfunn.

http://www.nettavisen.no/nyheter/utenriks/skal-bekjempe-is-med-verdens-strste-muslimske-
organisasjon/3423210347.html

Nettavisen 6


http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/27/world/asia/indonesia-islam-nahdlatul-ulama.html?ribbon-ad-idx=12&rref=world/asia
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/27/world/asia/indonesia-islam-nahdlatul-ulama.html?ribbon-ad-idx=12&rref=world/asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nahdlatul_Ulama
http://www.nettavisen.no/nyheter/utenriks/skal-bekjempe-is-med-verdens-strste-muslimske-organisasjon/3423210347.html

